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The Kern Agriculture Summit at Bakersfield College 
 
When Congressman Kevin McCarthy made his opening remarks at the first-ever Kern   
Agriculture Summit on October 14, he spoke sharply about how amazing it was that      
agriculture – arguably the top industry in the valley – had never come together to discuss 
the ma ers that affect the valley, state, and na on. 
These comments, seven months a er the planning for the Kern Agriculture Summit began 
in earnest, struck me deeply. I am an agriculture educator and professional. I see the 
peaks and valleys in the field every single day as I prepare a new crop of students for    
employment in agriculture.  
Looking back, I think about how Bakersfield 
College recently celebrated 100 years of     
educa onal excellence in Kern County, and 
how coming off that celebra on, the college 
saw the need to look forward into the next 
century and focus on the strengths of the  
Central Valley. Agriculture plays an essen al 
role in the vibrancy of the San Joaquin Valley, 
and Kern County is the second largest agricultural producer in the United States. The    
Bakersfield College  Agriculture program is one of the   na on’s oldest community college 
programs, which has graduated students to jobs across the state, the country, and the 
world. We play a vital role in the economy and society of Kern County, and in mul ple  
industries beyond agriculture. 
Our president, Dr. Sonya Chris an, has a    visionary outlook for Bakersfield College’s role 

in the community. She came to me last year, looking 
for a way to bring regional agriculture professionals 
to Bakersfield College for a candid conversa on on 
the issues and trends affec ng agriculture. As I 
worked with a team to make the vision a reality, the 
seeds were sown for the Kern Agriculture Summit.  
308 days later, the gym at Bakersfield College was 

filled with agricultural professionals and organiza on representa ves for an enlightening 
series of   presenta ons on the strength of 
California agriculture, the challenges facing 
the industry, and the future predic ons for 
the producers of America’s food and fiber. 
Led by keynote speakers of na onal            
importance, the Summit provided an          
educa onal and enriching   environment   for   
conversa ons   about   what    is      happening  

 October 24-26—Bakersfield Fall Home Show KC Fairgrounds 
BC Ag Sales & Marketing - Pumpkin Festival 
BC Environmental Horticulture - Country Garden Radio Show 
Seminar Presentations 

 November 5, 2014 - FFA Open / Close Ceremony Contest  
for Kern-Inyo FFA/CATA. 

 November 14-15, 2014—San Joaquin Region, California  
Agriculture Teachers Association Fall Conference.  

 November 22, 2014 - Beef, Beer & Bets   
Agriculture  Department Fundraiser -  Kern Ag Pavilion 

 November 21-22, 2014—California Agriculture Leaders  
Student Leadership Conference. CSU Fresno 

 December 4-6, 2014— 2014 Agriculture, Water and  
Environmental Technology Mid-Winter Institute, Chico CA  

What’s Happening at BC 

Learn More about Bakersfield College 
Agriculture Department at  

https://www.bakersfieldcollege.edu/agriculture 

Bakersfield College Agriculture 

1801 Panorama Drive 

Bakersfield, CA 93305 
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in Ag. The hard topics, such as water and immigra on, were not ignored, as 
both Congressman Kevin McCarthy and Senator Jean Fuller tackled the water 
bond which is up for vote on November 6, and local farmer Greg Wegis told 
an impassioned story of the personal side of immigra on and farm labor. 
We were honored to have Karen Ross, Secretary of Agriculture for the        
California Department of Food & Agriculture, join us for the day. Secretary 
Ross spoke about the 400 commodi es produced in Kern County and         
California, which is a $33 billion industry. Paul Wegner, president of the     
California Farm Bureau echoed Secretary Ross’ numbers – California is the #1 
state in agriculture produc on. Sta s cs like these are the reason why      
Bakersfield College took on the challenge of presen ng the Kern Agriculture 

Summit. 
By far, though, water wove deeply into the conversa on. Jason Gianquinto from the Semitropic Water Storage District 
explained the challenges of  regulatory laws which have prevented redirec on of water from the delta to state water 
supplies. Changes in the crops themselves have occurred  because of drought and water restric ons. Harry Cline from 
the Western Farm Press discussed the decline of some crops, such as co on and alfalfa, due to higher water costs and 
a trend to grow more permanent lower water use trees and vines. Eric Avere  with Rosedale-Rio Bravo Storage       
District, said California’s water woes will result in an 
es mated loss of 185,200 acres of farmland and 12,400 
fewer farm jobs. The economic loss could reach $631 
million.  
Senator Fuller stressed the need for legislators and vot-
ers to understand the importance of California agricul-
ture and the need for water. The November ballot will 
let California voters choose to adopt Proposi on 1, 
which funds water storage projects and provides mech-
anisms for other water protec on. A drive up I-5 is all 
you need to know to understand how deeply the lack of water is affec ng our economy. 
Farmers have humbly worked the land, tended to their crops and shaped Kern County into one of the greatest         
agricultural lands in the world.   Thank you to all of our Agriculture Advisory Board members and Kern Agriculture  
Summit Members for your guidance and direc on with the Kern Agriculture Summit.  We look forward to next year! 
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Bakersfield College Agriculture Growing On! 
 

The Agriculture Department at Bakersfield College has been working hard on  curriculum a er listening to our Ag Advisory Board 
members.  We were asked to add some courses to be er prepare our students for employment in the   agriculture industry.  We 
have hustled to meet the deadlines of the state Chancellor’s Office which approves many of our courses and programs. We have 
created 2 new degrees called, AS-T degrees, Associate of Science for Transfer degrees.  These degrees are designed in              
accordance with state laws and regula ons that allow only 60 units to transfer from a community college to the university level.  
The AS-T degree also allows students to transfer into the California State University system as a junior in their major. 

The 2 areas that have been completed are with Agriculture Business and Plant Science AS-T’s.  The Agriculture Business degree is 
comprised of 32 units of general educa on classes and 28 units required in Agriculture and related courses.  A new class which 
needed to be added was AGBS B3—Introduc on to Agriculture Business.  The Plant Science AS-T has an emphasis in Crop       
Science or Environmental Hor culture.  The Plant Science degree is comprised of 30 units of general educa on classes and 30 
units required in Agriculture, Crops Science, Hor culture and related courses.  A new class which needed to be added was CRPS 
B5—Introduc on to Plant Science.  The Animal Science AS-T is in process of being entered into the system. 

Our newest degree is Mechanized Agriculture, Associate of Science degree.  The Mechanized Agriculture program provides a 
broad range of skills that can be applied to many industries. A student in this program should know how to weld and use milling 
tools; farm equipment opera on; understand electrical systems; perform diesel repair, machine maintenance, plumbing and 
construc on; read blue prints; understand billing and accoun ng; understand computer skills; management and leadership skills; 
and comprehend environmental impact. Career opportuni es include farm opera ons and equipment repair, machinists, plant 
systems opera ons, system design, construc on, welding, heavy equipment opera on and repair.   

The newer Mechanized Agriculture courses in this program are: 

MCAG B2 Introduc on to Mechanized Agriculture  
This course covers basic mechanical skills in woodworking, cold metal, electricity, plumbing, concrete, and project construc on skills as  
related to farm maintenance and repair. The use of hand and power tool skills as well as emphasis on safety prac ces for all mechanical  
areas are covered. A laboratory course is required. 
 
MCAG B3 Small Gas Engines  
This is a complete introductory course in the opera on, construc on, maintenance, repair, and adjustments of two-cycle and four-cycle  
engines. It is designed for persons without prior experience in small engines. Theory and prac cal work, including safety and the care and  
use of specialized tools used in small engine repair and maintenance, will be covered. Examples of the types of engines to be used will  
include lawn mower, power saw, pump, conveyor, self-propelled small carts, and any other small engines. Laboratory required. 
 
MCAG B4 Agricultural Safety  
This course involves safety prac ces and principles, accident causa on and preven on in the shop and in the field, as well as with tractors  
and machinery.  Opera on, service and normal safety prac ces common to farming will be stressed, including welding, hand tools, and  
chemical applicators. Material Safety Data Sheets, Personal Protec ve Equipment and on-site Worker safety will be explored. Supervised  
field opera on and field trips will be required.  Laboratory required. 
 
MCAG B5 Irriga on Technology   
An examina on of agriculture irriga on systems, Irriga on and drainage problems rela ng to pumps, motors, sprinkler systems, structures, 
pipelines, ditches and wells; computa on of costs and measurement of water; water law; 
basic principles of plant-soil-moisture rela ons,  
and water movement in soil. Field trips are required. 
 
MCAG B10 Farm Power Opera on   
This course involves design principles, selec on, maintenance, adjustment, and safe  
opera on of wheel and track type tractors and commonly used equipment in agriculture  
and in the construc on industry. Laboratory required. 
 
MCAG B11 Farm Power Diesel Repair 
This course explores the opera on and repair of modern diesel engines. Principles and  
theories are studied by running, tes ng, diagnosing, disassembling and reassembling  
components, systems and engines. Laboratory required. 
 

Join us For a Great Night of Beef, Beer & Bets 

Mark down on your calendars—Saturday, November 22nd  
6:00pm at the Kern Ag Pavilion 

Silent Auction,  Texas  Hold ‘Em Poker ,  Black  Jack ,  Craps  and Roulette !  
 

What’s  for  Dinner?    BEEF!         What’s  to  Dr ink?    BEER!   
(or Wine for the sophisticated.) 

What’s  the  Fun?    Bett ing,  Bragging & Prize $!  
 

How Much?  A donation to BC Agriculture for scholarships and leadership programs. 
Dinner—$30 Poker—$30  A full night of  fun with dinner and poker are only $50 

Sponsorships and Tables are available.  Please contact Sally Sterns for more information  
For tickets and reservations. Call (661) 395-4446 


